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Life in the pits: Crew is key to the 


success of the car and driver 
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<. Jnc of (lit! key elements of a suc¬ 
cessful Indy ear team is its pit crew, 
u group of fast-moving profession¬ 
al; who can make or hrenk a race 
for their driver. 

(As many as 15 arc in (lie pit dur¬ 
ing a race, hut by Indy Car rides, 
oijly six can go over the wall to 
service the car during the pit stop. 

tEncfi member of the pit crew 
performs a specific job during rou- 
liije slops, as well os other respon¬ 
sibilities In between slops and dur¬ 
ing race week. 

’Behiiid-the-wall jobs (luring pit 
st^ps, such as passing tires, working 
thii fire extinguisher anti feeding 
hose lines, are performed by the 
tohm engineers, managers and 
egen advisors and owners. 

|lf all goes well, top pit crews 
such as A1 I/user Jr.'s Marlboro 
Team Ponske crew, shown In the 
pijoto provided by Marlboro Rac¬ 
ing, can complete the stop in under 
15 seconds. 

IA look at the duties each of the 
pij crew members performs during 
a Routine stop: 

!l. STARTER/TIRE PASSER: Pri- 
miiry responsibility is passing the 
itipido rear tire, but also passes the 
starter over the wall should the car 
stall in the pit. He also may be re¬ 
sponsible for preparing all tires for 
practice, qualifying and racing 
Mounts, fills and balances each lire 
aiid keeps track of the miles/lnps 
oii each set and the order they are 
used during the race. Not part of 
over-the-wall crew. 

2 . DEAD MAN: Operates the 
spring-loaded lever on the fuel 
la|tk that allows fuel (methanol) to 
flow through the hose into the car 
loiassure quickest fuel flow. Called 



"dead man" because if a fuel prob- 
lejn such as fire arises, he can stop 
he fuel flow by releasing the lever. 
Jot part of over-the-wall crow. 

(i. FUEL HOSE: Keops fuel hose 
efbl to auuro quickest fuel level 
tow. Not pari of over-the-wall 
;r#w. 


sprayed after fuel hose is removed 
to wash away any spillage. Not part 
of over-the-wall crew. 

4. TIRE PASSER: Brings lirea 
from garage to pits. Helps pass tires 
over the wall and assists wherever 
else is needed. Not part of over- 
the-wall crew. 


}b. FIRE EXTINGUISHER: 

Jgtds fire ovtinoulalwir i..t,:„l» i„ 

bp i r, A90h 


S. INSIDE FRONT: Changes in¬ 
side front (ire. Usually performed 
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by one of the car mechanics, the his tire changed and will assist with over the wall, he also makes i 

lire changer takes his lire and air wing adjustments and clear the necessary front wing adjustment 

gun over tho wail on the lap before used (ire from (he right front. 7. FUEL MAN: He fits the f 

tiie pit stop and is already in post- 6. OUTSIDE FRONT: Changes nozzle into the fuel lank open 
(ion and on his knees when the car outside front lire. Usually per- on the Inboard side of the car T 
arrives at full speed. He removes formed by the crew chief, he takes ' fuel man fs one of two crew me 

the old lire and fits a new one in 0 his tire and air gun to his position, bers required to wear a helmet E 

to fl seconds. Since the left front and guides the driver into Ills pit a three-layer fire suit, 

changer does not have to run across area. After completing his tire 8. JACK AND VENT MAN: 

the cor, ho is one of tho first to get change and clearing his air gun applies the air jack, which raj 
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T.t; ir fir tiro changes. Hi? also 
nserts the vent hose, which rap- 
:un'9 <mv iitmus or excess fuel com¬ 
mit trom me tank. Due to his prox- 
■mtv to :h>: fuel cannoction. iho 
-unis require him to wear a safety 
he! mot anti a three-layer suit. 

9. INSIDE REAR; Changes left 
nsuni urn L;ko front tire changers, 
'.ms . row mom per is in position on 
ho in 'ffori’ the pit .top, Or.ce 
ro -..uigt; is,i umpiftn. he helps 
•.-.if • -lit .if the pit 'Anne 
• i , ;o,irs ttie it soil rdihi 

. ! -i TSIDE REAR: Changes 
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" . r members "t ire Muni’orn 
. • ,nn ifnsno pi! crew not pictured 
ui.mtle 

i.OLLIPOP MAN: Holds the pole 
iml agn ithe "lollipop ( over the 
. a a. ul to snow rhe driver his pit 
nation ,md stopping point in pit 
1" :s iiitv is usually performed in 
■he if,un manager or owner whose 
;nm.irv e.uty is to communicate via 
r.nsui with tile driver, pian [lit slops 
mu other race strategy and inform 
the driver of truck and car condi¬ 
tions. Not part of over-lhe-wail 
crew 

BOARD MAN: He holds a sign 
over the outside pit wail onto the 
track giving driver visual instruc¬ 
tions on when to pit. track position 
and leads and other vital informa¬ 
tion, This function becomes vital if 
the team experiences radio prob¬ 
lems. 

ENGINEER: Responsible for 
working with the driver to set up 
Ihe car. Based upon driver input, 
directs crew chief and mechanics 
as to what changes need to be made 
to improve performance and speed! 

ELECTRONICS ENGINEER: Re-' 
sponsible for the computer data ac¬ 
quisition, telemetry and communi¬ 
cations systems in use during the 
race. 
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